ENTERTAINING GANDHI
In that settlement. But love makes room where
there Is none. Four settlers vacated their cells^
which were* placed at our disposal. Bedding, etc.
had to be borrowed. Fortunately we had all armed
ourselves with sufficient blankets,, and being used
to squat on the floor most of the articles borrowed
could be returned. But there was no doubt that
my presence at the settlement put a severe tax on
its time, space and other resources. But the good
people would not hear of my leaving It. And to
me It was a privilege to receive the loving, silent
and unseen services of the members and a perennial
joy to come Into vital contact with the poor of the
East End of London. Needless to say, I was able
to live exactly as In Indla^ and early morning walks
through the streets of East London are a memory
that can never be effaced. During these walks I
had most intimate talks with those members who
joined me and others whom Muriel allowed^ for
she was a vigilant guardian of my time whilst I
was In the settlement, and she would get easily
angry If she heard that my time was being abused
by people when she was not by me.
During my stay In East London I saw the best
side of human nature and was able to confirm my
Intuitive opinion that at bottom there was neithei
East nor West. And as I received the smiling
greetings of the " East Enders," I knew that they
had no malice In them and they wanted India
to regain her Independence. This experience has
brought me closer to England, if such a thing was
passible. For me the fight Is never with individuals.